Gate City Goosebumps

Curfew Lifted Gate City
Steps Back Into the Night

For the first time in weeks,
the streets of Gate City
stayed alive well past sunset.
The official curfew that had
kept residents indoors during
the citywide emergency was
lifted late Monday evening.
Restaurants reopened their
patios, music spilled out of
bars, and people gathered
cautiously in small
groups—some celebrating,
others simply relieved to
breathe fresh air without fear
of a siren announcing the
next curfew sweep.

Police presence remains
heavy downtown, though
officers appear more relaxed
than during the lockdown
days. Checkpoints that once
inspected every passing
vehicle now wave most
drivers through with a simple
nod.

“It feels strange,” said one
resident outside Mulligan’s
Deli. “Like the city is waking
up from a nightmare.”

While officials insist the crisis
has passed, many residents
say the town still feels
different—quieter somehow,
as though Gate City itself is
listening for something.
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Street Musicians Return to
Downtown Corners

Businesses Reopen —
Lines Form Across
Downtown

Storefronts that sat dark for
weeks finally lit their signs
again Tuesday morning.
Coffee shops, restaurants,
and small businesses across
Gate City reopened their
doors, drawing long lines of

Music returned to the sidewalks of
Gate City this week as street
performers reclaimed their usual
spots along Broadview Avenue and
the Old Market District.

Guitarists, violinists, and even a
saxophone trio played for crowds
gathering outside reopened customers eager to return to
restaurants. normal routines. The smell of
One busker said the silence during thefresh coffee drifted down Elm
lockdown had been eerie. Street as early as 6 a.m.

“You could stand in the middle of the Several shops reported selling
street and hear nothing,” he said. “"No out of pastries before noon.
cars, no voices... just wind.” “It's the busiest we've been in
Despite the return of most music, The months,” said one café owner.
beloved band Sidewalk Saints have  “People just want to feel

not returned, having been arrested normal again.”

during martial law. Their trial is set forEven the Secret Garden, a
the 21st. popular late-night bar known
Parks Reopen — Children Return for its unusual atmosphere,
to Playgrounds reopened its garden patio to
a steady crowd of patrons
celebrating the return of
nightlife.

Though the mood was festive,
many customers admitted
they were watching the
crowds carefully—still unsure
whether the danger that shut
the city down is truly gone.

City parks reopened this week,
bringing the sound of laughter back to
spaces that had been silent since the
lockdown began.

At Hawthorne Park, children raced
across the grass while parents
watched from nearby benches, some
still wearing masks or carrying small
bottles of sanitizer.

Maintenance crews worked
throughout the morning clearing
fallen branches and reopening walking
trails that had been closed during the
emergency.

One park ranger noted something
strange: several trails that had been
untouched during the lockdown now
show heavy foot traffic, despite being
officially closed the entire time.
“We’'re not sure who was using them,”
the ranger said. “"But someone
definitely was.”
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Military Checkpoints Begin Hospital Staff Honored for Crisis

Quiet Withdrawal
Residents reported seeing

City early Wednesday
morning.
Convoys that once guarded

buildings are slowly pulling
back as authorities declare
the emergency phase over.
Soldiers who had been
stationed at major roads are
now packing equipment and
dismantling temporary
barriers.

City officials say the military
will maintain a small

presence until the situation is explain symptoms that didn’t make

fully stabilized.

For many residents, the sight Officials declined to elaborate on that

of armored vehicles leaving
town felt like the final sign
that life may finally be
returning to normal.

Still, some say the soldiers
looked unusually relieved to
be going.

Response

Healthcare workers at Gate City
military vehicles leaving Gate General received a standing ovation
Tuesday afternoon during a ceremony

held outside the hospital.

Doctors, nurses, and support staff
intersections and government who worked through the height of the
crisis were recognized by city officials

and applauded by hundreds of

residents gathered in the parking lot.
Several staff members appeared

visibly exhausted, though they

accepted the recognition with quiet

smiles.
One nurse commented that the

hardest part of the outbreak wasn’t

the workload—it was “trying to
sense.”

statement.

Grocery Store Aisle Rearranges

Itself Overnight

Employees at the Westside Market
arrived Tuesday morning to find the
entire canned goods aisle rearranged.
Every label faced the same direction,
every can stacked in perfect rows

reaching nearly to the ceiling.

Security cameras showed nothing
unusual—only a brief flicker of static

around 2:37 a.m.

“We thought it was a prank,” said
store manager Linda Harrow. “But it
would’ve taken a team of people

hours to do that.”
Even stranger, the cans were
arranged by expiration date,
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Missing Person Reports
Slowly Decline

During the lockdown, dozens
of missing person reports
flooded local police stations.
This week, officials confirmed
that most of those cases have
now been resolved.

Many individuals were simply
found staying with relatives
or unable to travel during the
emergency.

Others returned home quietly
once travel restrictions lifted.
However, a small number of
cases remain unsolved.
Police insist those
disappearances are unrelated
to the crisis that shut down
the city—but families
continue searching for
answers.

Jogger Runs Same Man
Three Times in One Mile

A morning jogger in the
Hawthorne neighborhood
reported passing the same
man three separate times
during a one-mile loop.

“He was just walking slowly,”
the jogger said. “Gray coat,
hands in his pockets.”

The first time she passed
him, he was heading north.
Two minutes later he
appeared again ahead of her
walking the same direction.
When she turned the final
corner, he passed her from

forming a perfect gradient from oldest the opposite direction without

to newest.

No employee claims responsibility.

acknowledging her.
Security cameras from a
nearby home captured only
the jogger.
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Stray Animals Still Curfew Sirens Fall Silent — But
Roaming Unusually Bold Some Still Hear Them

Animal control reports that The emergency sirens that once

the city’s stray population signaled nightly curfew have been
grew dramatically during the officially shut down.

lockdown weeks. Yet some residents say they still hear
With fewer people outside, the faint wail of sirens late at
animals appeared to move night—even though the system has
freely through neighborhoods been powered off.

and even major roads. City engineers insist this is

Now that residents are impossible.

returning to the streets,
those animals seem reluctant to the quiet again,” one official said.
to give up their newfound Still, more than a dozen reports have
territory. been logged from different

Several witnesses claim neighborhoods across the city.
they’ve seen groups of stray

cats watching crowds from

rooftops or alleyways,

unmoving and strangely

organized.

Animal control has not

commented.

Library Book Returned 74 Elevator Stops on Floor That
Years Late Doesn’t Exist

The downtown public library Residents of the Ashmere Apartments
recently received an reported their elevator briefly
unexpected return: a mysterystopping at Floor 13, despite the
novel checked out in 1950. building only having 12 floors.

The book was left overnight One resident says the doors opened
in the return slot with a to reveal a dim hallway with red
handwritten note reading: carpet and brass wall lamps.

"Sorry it took so long. I "I assumed it was a maintenance
finally finished it." level,” he said. “But the hallway
Library staff confirmed the looked... old. Like something from the
borrower listed on the 1920s.”

original checkout card died in When the elevator closed and

1963. returned later, the panel once again
The book shows almost no listed only twelve floors.

aging.
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City Officials Declare
Recovery — Residents
Remain Watchful

At a press conference
Thursday afternoon, city
leaders officially declared the
emergency phase over and
announced that Gate City is
“returning to normal
operations.”

Public transportation is
running again, schools are

“It's probably just people getting used preparing to reopen, and

businesses have resumed
standard hours.

While the announcement was
met with applause, many
residents say the city feels
permanently changed.

“We survived,” said one local
shopkeeper. “"But something
about this place... it’s not the
same.”

For now, Gate City moves
forward—hopeful, cautious,
and perhaps a little more
aware that the line between
normal life and the unknown
is thinner than anyone
realized.
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Streetlight Turns On Only Old Train Horn Heard Though No Bench Warm Though No

When One Person Walks Trains Passed One Was Sitting There

By

A streetlight on Maple Street Late Tuesday night, residents near the A bench in Founders Park has
has developed a peculiar rail yard heard a long train horn echo become the subject of quiet
habit. through the neighborhood. speculation.

It remains dark for cars, Rail officials confirmed no trains were Several visitors reported the
bicyclists, and groups of scheduled to pass through the yard at bench being warm to the
pedestrians—but switches on that time. touch—even during cool
instantly whenever a specific Older residents say the sound mornings when no one
resident walks beneath it. matched the horn used by the appeared to have used it.

*I thought it was motion Southern Line locomotive retired One woman said she sat
sensors,” he said. “"But it in 1946. down briefly before noticing
doesn’t turn on for anyone  The yard itself was empty when the faint smell of pipe

else.” security checked. tobacco.

Neighbors confirmed the Her grandfather, who used to
pattern. sit on that same bench every
City maintenance says the morning, passed away nearly
lamp has no sensor installed. twenty years ago.

Kudzu Returns — And It's Moving Faster Than Anyone Remembers
Residents across several neighborhoods in Gate City have begun reporting something unsettling
about a familiar southern plant: kudzu.
Often nicknamed "the vine that ate the South,” kudzu has always grown aggressively in North
Carolina. But over the past week, locals say patches of the vine have begun spreading at a pace
that seems... unusual.
The first report came from a homeowner near Lantern Hill who noticed a section of fence
completely covered overnight.
*I cleared that spot two days ago,” said the resident. "By morning the whole fence was wrapped
up like someone threw a green blanket over it.”
City landscaping crews confirmed that several patches of kudzu along the old rail corridor have
grown dramatically in a short period of time. Workers attempting to clear the vines say the plants
appear unusually thick and tangled, with stems twisting together into rope-like knots.
One crew member claimed the vines seemed to tighten around his cutting tools when he tried
to remove them.
*I know that sounds crazy,” he said. “"But it felt like it didn't want to let go.”
Botanists from Gate City University have taken samples from several sites. Early analysis shows
nothing particularly abnormal about the plant’s biology—at least not under standard testing.
Still, some residents swear the vines look different.
Several witnesses claim to have seen sections of kudzu shift slightly in the windless early
morning hours, as though the plant were slowly adjusting itself across nearby structures.
City officials say the growth is likely due to recent humidity and warm weather.
For now, cleanup crews are working to cut back the spreading vines before they overtake nearby
roads and utility poles.
But one worker offered a warning after finishing a clearing job near the abandoned rail line:
“We cut it down yesterday,” he said. "When I came back this morning... it was already halfway
back.”
And in Gate City, when something starts growing faster than it should, people have learned to
keep a close eye on it.
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City Announces “"Golden Catch” Fishing Tournament at Lake Dimond
Gate City officials have announced a community fishing tournament set to take place this weekend
at Lake Dimond, hoping to bring residents together after the long weeks of lockdown and
uncertainty.
The event, officially titled the Golden Catch Tournament, will run from sunrise to sunset this
Saturday and is open to anyone with a fishing license and a little patience.
The grand prize, however, has people talking.
Instead of the usual cash reward or trophy, the winner will receive an ancient gold coin recently
donated to the city by a private collector. The coin—displayed briefly at City Hall earlier this
week—is believed to be more than two thousand years old, though officials have not confirmed
its exact origin.
“It’s a piece of history,” said Parks Commissioner Dale Merritt. “We wanted the prize to be
something unique—something worthy of the biggest catch of the day.”
The coin itself is roughly the size of a half-dollar and bears worn markings that appear to show a
crowned figure on one side and what might be a stylized fish on the other. A few amateur
historians have suggested the design resembles Mediterranean coinage from the classical era,
though no museum has formally authenticated it yet.
Naturally, rumors have already begun swirling.
Some locals claim the coin may have come from a private estate sale tied to old shipping routes
that once passed through the region. Others whisper that the coin was found in the lake itself
decades ago and has simply “returned” for the tournament.
City officials have laughed off such speculation.
“All we know is that it’s valuable and interesting,” Merritt said. "And someone’s going to take it
home after catching the biggest fish.”
Lake Dimond has been a favorite fishing spot for generations of Gate City residents, known for
bass, catfish, and the occasional oversized carp.
Registration for the tournament begins at 6:00 a.m. Saturday morning near the north dock.
Participants are advised to bring their own gear, bait, and plenty of patience.
And if the fish aren’t biting?
Well... some anglers say Lake Dimond has always had stranger things than fish lurking beneath
its surface.
Local Clock Tower Runs Dog Refuses to Walk Down
Backward for Four Minutes One Street
Several downtown workers Several residents say their
reported the clock on the iyl o e B O dogs suddenly refuse to walk
historic courthouse tower T down Willow Lane after dark.
running backward Wednesday The animals stop at the
afternoon. corner, growl, and refuse to
Witnesses claim the minute move forward.
hand reversed direction for One dog owner reported her
exactly four minutes before normally calm golden
returning to normal time. retriever began barking wildly
Cell phone videos show the at an empty stretch of
tower clearly—but the clock sidewalk.
appears to be moving Police checked the area and
normally in the recordings. found nothing
unusual—except for several
small circular burn marks in
the pavement.
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Pocket Couriers? Cats With Backpacks Spark New Questions

Gate City residents are once again reporting strange feline activity—this time involving small,
carefully fitted backpacks appearing on stray cats across multiple neighborhoods.

Over the past several nights, witnesses from the Old Market District to the rail yard alleys claim
they’ve seen cats moving with unusual purpose, many of them wearing tiny satchels no larger
than a wallet. Unlike typical stray behavior, these cats don’t scatter when approached. Instead,
they pause... watch... and continue on their routes.

“It wasn’t just one,” said delivery driver Marcus Hale. “There were four of them crossing the street
in a line, each with a little backpack. One even had a tag clipped to it. I swear it looked like a
name—but it moved before I could read it.”

Several residents report hearing faint jingling sounds—like coins or metal—coming from the packs
as the cats move. One shop owner near Broadview Avenue claims a cat briefly stopped inside her
store before leaving behind a folded scrap of paper wedged under a shelf.

*It wasn’t trash,” she said. “It was... deliberate. Like it dropped it there.”

Animal Control has stated they have no official knowledge of any tagging or outfitting program
involving local strays. However, this isn’t the first time Gate City’s feline population has behaved
strangely. Earlier reports described coordinated cat movements and even organized alley
gatherings under the watch of a larger, unidentified feline figure.

What's changed now is the gear.

Some theories suggest the cats are being used as couriers—possibly for small items, messages, or
substances too discreet to move through normal channels. Others believe the backpacks
themselves may be the point of interest, with rumors that certain packs emit faint heat, cold, or
even light when opened.

One anonymous source—claiming ties to the city’s “after-hours economy”—offered a more
unsettling explanation:

“Those cats aren’t random. They know where they’re going. And whatever’s in those bags? It's not
for us.”

Adding to the mystery, multiple witnesses claim that when a cat is followed, it will eventually slip
into narrow spaces—storm drains, crawlspaces, or gaps between buildings—areas too tight for
humans to pursue. In at least two cases, the cats reportedly vanished entirely despite clear lines
of sight.

Gate City Goosebumps staff attempted to recover one of the backpacks after spotting a tabby
near Mulligan’s Deli. The cat allowed approach—until a second, larger cat appeared at the end of
the alley. Both animals froze, staring in unison, before turning and disappearing into the dark.

No backpacks were recovered.

For now, residents are advised not to interfere.

Because in Gate City, it seems even the smallest carriers... may be part of something much bigger.
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